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Footballer  now  coaching  new  Christians 


NANCY,  France  (BP)  —  It's  a  dark  little 
bar  off  the  main  square  in  downtown 
Nancy,  France.  Inside,  a  few  locals  leap  on 
tiny  tables,  mesmerized  by  music  videos 
blaring  from  a  television  on  the  wall. 

Bruno,  the  big  bartender,  leans  in  to  lis¬ 
ten,  stopping  now  and  then  to  wipe  the  bar 
or  fill  an  order. 

To  one  side  a  little  group  talks  sports  in 
the  earnest,  low-pitched  way  men  talk 
sports  around  the  world. 

Smack  in  the  middle  of  the  group  —  sur¬ 
prise!  —  is  Foreign  Mission  Board  mission¬ 
ary  Rod  Boatwright. 

They  listen  to  him  because  the  sport 
they're  enthusing  about  is  American  foot- 

■  ball.  Boat¬ 
wright,  after 
all,  is  an 
American  — 
and  a  football 
coach. 

Say  "foot¬ 
ball"  in  Eur¬ 
ope  and  people 
think  soccer. 
You  have  to 
specify  "Amer¬ 
ican  football" 
to  indicate  you 
are  talking 
about  the  poin- 
ty-ended  ball 
and  the  game 
Yanks  play  ac¬ 
ross  the  water. 

The  game  has  grown  in  popularity  in 
recent  years.  American  NFL  teams  nave 
played  exhibition  games  in  Europe,  and 
many  young  people  wear  clothes  with 
"Cowboys"  or  "Packers"  logos  even  if  they 
don't  know  the  sport  well. 

Of  course.  Southern  Baptists  didn't  send 
Boatwright  and  his  wife,  Donna,  to  Nancy 
in  1993  to  play  football,  but  to  share  the 
gospel  and  start  churches. 

Football,  however,  has  opened  doors  for 
them  to  witness. 

Coaching  the  local  team  has  given 
Boatwright  respectability,  recognition,  and 
acceptance  years  quicker  than  a  missions 
worker  normally  would  get  it. 

The  Boatwrights  also  have  gotten  to 
know  neighbors  and  spend  many  hours 
each  week  visiting  in  homes  for  contacts  or 
Bible  studies. 
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STUDYING  THE  PLAY  BOOK — Home  Bible  studies  give  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mission 
Board  missionary  Rod  Boatwright  (right)  another  opportunity  to  teach  new  believers  the 
basics  of  the  Christian  life.  In  16  months,  the  church  Boatwright  and  his  wife,  Donna,  started 
in  Nancy,  France,  has  baptized  1 0  new  believers  —  a  good  crop  from  the  hard  soil  of  Europe. 
Another  kind  of  coaching,  American  football,  gave  Boatwright  witnessing  opportunities  that 
helped  speed  the  development  of  the  church.  (BP  photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 


in  France.  The  country  has  40,000  registered 
professional  astrologers.  Muslims  outnum- 
oer  active  Catholics  and  evangelical 
Christians  combined.  A  new  mosque  opens 
every  two  weeks  in  France  and  Germany. 

Boatwright  spends  much  of  his  time  dis¬ 
cussing  the  difference  between  Roman 
Catholic  views  and  Baptist  ones. 

One  man  asked  him,  for  example,  about 
saints.  "I  said,  'It's  nice  to  be  one!'" 
Boatwright  recalled  with  a  laugh. 

"He  looked  at  me  funny.  Then  I 
explained  the  difference. 

"Catholics  see  saints  as  miracle  workers, 
but  we  Protestants  believe  every  believer  is 
a  saint. 

"He  said,  'Wow,  that's  interesting.'" 


WHERE  EVERYBODY 
KNOWS  HIS  NAME— His  sta¬ 
tus  as  coach  of  the  local 
American  football  team  in 
Nancy,  France,  gives  Southern 
Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board 
missionary  Rod  Boatwright 
(second  from  left)  access  to  set¬ 
tings  where  the  gospel  is  rarely 
shared  —  like  this  bar.  (BP 
photo  by  Warren  Johnson) 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Larry  Baker  may  have  only  a  six-month  tenure  as  head  of  the  Christian 
Life  Commission,  according  to  commissioners  on  the  short  end  of  a  16-13 
vote  to  hire  him.  Criticism  centered  around  the  process  by  which  Baker 
was  nominated  and  his  ethical  views,  particularly  on  abortion. 


Carey  acqujss  300  acres 


Norris:  'Walker,  Texas  Churchgoer'  * 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Chuck  Norris.  Star  of  the  CBS 
sion's  "Whlker,  Texas  Ranger"  series,  now  in  its  four 
son.  Actor  in  20  feature  Aims.  Six-time  world  karate  d 


MBIB  wodfihop  slated 


Work  is  progressing  on  the  $3.3  million  Gulfshore  Assembly  at  Henderson 
Point  near  Pass  Christian.  The  facility  includes  a  protected  harbor,  a  docking 
area,  and  sand  beaches  as  well  as  modem  accommodations  for  meetings, 
seminars,  and  groups.  Completion  date  is  set  for  the  Fall  of  1977. 


1  choice  in  an  Am 
f  feature.  What's 
to 'an  extents. 


Mississippi's  in  Bosnia 


Several  readers  have  asked  for  the  correct  pronunciation  of  the  word 
Garaywa,  the  name  of  the  new  WMU  camp  near  Clinton.  The  word  was 
taken  from  "Girl's  Auxiliary,"  "Royal  Ambassador  and  Young  Women's 
Auxiliary.  The  correct  pronunciation  is  "GARE  -  ray  -  way." 


WMU  sets  Bjdgecrest  trip 


The  Lord  detests  lying  lips,  but  he  delights  The  leading  practitioner  of  partial 
in  men  who  are  truthful.  Pro.  12:22  (NIV)  birth  abortion,  the  late  Los  Angeles 

physician  James  McMahon,  had  already 
admitted  publicly  and  to  the  U.S. 
Congress  that  he  performed  numerous 
partial  birth  abortions  during  all  40 
weeks  of  pregnancy  for  such  elective 
reasons  as  cleft  \ijp,  maternal  depression, 
and  the  youthfulness  of  the  mother. 

In  another  effort  to  control  the  ongo¬ 
ing  national  debate,  Michelman  and 
others  claimed  that  the  otherwise- 
viable  baby  was  killed  by  anesthesia 
administered  to  the  mother  before  the 
abortion  was  started. 

w  __  The  American  Society  of 
ear  at  the  height  of  the  Anesthesiologists,  deeply  concerned 
i  abortion  debate  that  that  such  a  statement  could  frighten 
resulted  in  President  pregnant  women  away  from  critical 
2to  of  a  congressional  healthcare,  promptly  released  docu- 
;hastly  proceaure.  mentation  that  proved  maternal  anes- 

rth  abortion,  you  will  thesia  has  no  effect  on  the  health  of  the 
•s  when  an  abortionist  developing  baby, 
s  a  baby  —  up  to  full  Syndicated  columnist  Richard 
the  mother's  womb  and  Cohen,  an  abortion  rights  supporter. 


Editor's 

Notebook 


At  long  last,  the  terrible  truth  about  par¬ 
tial  birth  abortions  has  come  out. 

The  lying,  deceitful  campaign  to  mini¬ 
mize  this  infanticide  has  been  exposed  from 
within,  and  the  resulting  fallout  reveals 
much  about  the  status  of  truthfulness  (and 
lack  thereof)  in  our  politics  and  culture. 

Ron  Fitzsimmons,  executive  director  of 
the  National  Coalition  of  Abortion 
Providers  in  Washington,  D.C., 

■  appeared  on  ABC  television's 
"Nightline"  a  few  weeks  ago  to 
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Last  year,  the  Lord  touched  TECT  OpT\TTl 

my  heart  through  a  request  Co  1  V-/  MT lrN  H 

written  in  "The  Baptist  Record." 

Bill  Hardy,  Partnership 

Mission  Office,  wrote  about  the  rT~,7 

great  need  in  Honduras.  He  1  / 

asked  Mississippi  Baptist  | 

churches  to  consider  linking 

church-to-church  with  a  Hon-  gw  fa 

duran  congregation  to  perform  a  - 

church-planfing  partnership.  North  Cat 

As  a  pastor,  I  began  to  pray 
about  our  church  ana  God  began 

to  put  a  vision  on  my  heart.  spiritually  undergird  the  work. 

In  October  1996  ,  during  the  With  fund-raisers  and  love 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven-  offerings,  our  small  church 
tion.  Hardy  introduced  me  to  raised  more  than  $10,000  and 
Pastor  Samuel  Rodriguez  of  the  sent  a  team  of  six  men  to  Las 
Salem  Baptist  Church  in  Teguc-  Delicias,  Honduras, 
igalpa,  Honduras,  and  presi-  It  was  a  wonderful  experi- 
dent  of  the  Honduras  Baptist  ence  living  in  those  meager  con- 
Convention.  ditions,  serving  these  wonderful 

I  told  Pastor  Rodriguez  that  Christian  brothers  and  sisters. 
God  had  laid  the  vision  on  my  A  real  "hallelujah"  of  the  trip 
heart  to  work  with  a  church  in  was  the  fact  that  some  of  our 
Honduras,  helping  to  start  a  men  got  to  lead  people  to  the 
new  church.  Lord.  When  they  returned  to 

When  I  asked  him  if  he  knew  the  church  after  walking  in  the 
of  a  congregation  with  which  sweltering  heat  and  dust,  the 


I  want  to  thank  the  men  on 
our  team,  all  of  our  wives,  and 
the  North  Carrollton  Church 
for  following  in  the  vision  and 
working  so  hard  to  see  it 
become  a  reality. 

I  want  to  thank  Pastor 
Rodriguez  and  Salem  Church 
for  partnering  with  us  in  the 
effort,  and  Bill  Hardy  for  help- 
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Think  global! 

By  Kevin  J.  Smith,  pastor, 

North  Carrollton  Church,  Carrollton 

NOBTS  courses  to  be  taught  at  four  state  locations 


The  course  will  be  taught  in  following  times  and  locations: 
the  facilities  of  four  Mississippi  ♦  First  Church,  Columbus: 
churches.  7-9  p.m.,  beginning  March  24. 

In  addition,  "Discipline  Sammy  Crawford,  teacher. 
Church  Members,"  an  NOBTS  ♦  First  Church,  Purvis:  7-9 
course  for  bivocational  ministers  p.m.,  beginning  March  24.  Ken 
of  education,  is  slated  to  begin  on  Rhodes,  teacher. 

March  24  in  two  of  the  same  Approximately  11  people  are 
Mississippi  church  facilities.  currently  signed  up  for  the 

"Survey  of  Church  Music  music  course,  while  approxi- 
Resources,"  an  in-depth  study  mately  eight  people  have  regis- 
of  church  music  literature  tered  for  the  education  course, 
available  from  the  Baptist  NOBTS  classes  could  be 
Sunday  School  Board  in  offered  at  other  locations  around 
Nashville,  will  meet  once  Mississippi  when  a  minimum  of 
weekly  for  eight  weeks  at  four  ten  students  plan  to  enroll, 
locations  across  the  state:  For  more  information  on 

♦  Broadmoor  Church,  "Survey  of  Church  Music 

Jackson:  7-9  p.m.,  beginning  Resources"  and  other  NOBTS 
March  24.  Jimmy  McCaleb,  activities  in  the  state,  contact 
teacher.  coordinator  Chester  Vaughn  at 

♦  First  Church,  Columbus:  268  Northpointe  Parkway, 

7-9  p.m.,  beginning  March  25.  Jackson,  MS  39211.  Telephone: 
Ed  Nix,  teacher.  (601)  956-6285. 

♦  First  Church,  Purvis: 

6:30-8:30  p.m.,  beginning  March 

24.  James  Hayes,  teacher.  ^ 


e  iVorli 


The 
Second 
Front  Page 


♦  Liberty  Church,  Liberty: 
7-9  p.m.,  beginning  March  24. 
Buddy  McEIroy,  teacher.  (The 
course  is  "Worship  Planning.") 

The  "Discipline  Church 
Members"  course  wifi  meet  at  the 


Video  technicians  working  a  "Jimmy  Jib"  telescoping  camera 
boom  prepare  for  another  take  in  the  chapel  of  First  Church, 
Jackson  —  one  of  the  sets  for  the  $80,000  series  of  four  broad- 
>  cast-quality  television  and  radio  commercials  being  produced 
by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  The  commercials 
will  begin  airing  in  April.  (Photo  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Carey  acquires  300  acres  in  Lamar  County 
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William  Carey  College  (WCC)  in  received  an  acceptable  purchase  offer, 
lattiesburg  will  trade  three  acres  of  "If  we  had  sold  the  Long  Beach  lot  earli- 
eachfront  land  in  Long  Beach  for  300  er,  the  possibility  would  not  have  existed  to 

cres  of  land  adjacent  to  the  Pecan  use  it  in  exchange  for  the  300  acres  near 

hadows  property  near  Lumberton  which  Lumberton,"  Edwards  said, 
fas  recently  donated  to  the  Baptist-affili-  The  Long  Beach  land  was  donated  in 
ted  college,  according  to  WCC  Chancellor  1991  by  Dumas  and  Lorena  Smith  of 
m  Edwards.  Hattiesburg.  The  appraised  value  was  not 

"God  still  moves  in  mysterious  ways!  available, 
fe  have  tried  for  several  years  to  sell  the  The  300  acres  of  pecan  orchards  and 
ong  Beach  lot,  and  even  though  it  has  timber  near  Lumberton  was  owned  by  Bill 

ppreciated  in  value,  the  market  in  the  and  Angela  Hudson,  who  donated  their 

oast  area  has  fluctuated  and  we  have  not  adjacent  19-acre,  $1.75  million  Pecan 


Shadows  family  estate  to  the  college  on 
Dec.  5  of  last  year. 

The  appraised  value  was  not  available. 

Edwards  laid  out  three  reasons  for  rec¬ 
ommending  the  land  swap  to  the  school's 
trustees: 

♦  "Owning  the  surrounding  300  acres 
helps...  protect  the  value...  of  Pecan 
Shadows." 

♦  "This  strategy  increases 

options  for  the  future  of  The 
Genesis  Center  for  Work  and 
Service^ at  Pecan  Shadows."  (* 

♦  "We  want  to  study...  some  y 
new  ideas...  for  service  and  / 
education  in  the  21st  centu-  jv 


Gov.  Fordice  signs  legislative  bill 
banning  partial  birth  abortions 

Mississippi  Gov.  Kirk  Fordice  signed  The  law  prohibits  physicians  from  per- 
^islation  March  17  to  outlaw  partial  forming  the  procedure  in  the  state,  pro- 


Edwards  also  said  he 
wanted  to  put  to  rest  a 
number  of  rumors 
about  the  Pecan  r 
Shadows  property.  f 
"We  are  not  plan-  % 
ning  to  move  WCC  I 
from  our  Hattiesburg, 

Gulfport,  and  New  > 

Orleans  campuses  to  U 
Lumberton.  We  are  not  y 
planning  a  fourth  % 
branch  or  regional  cam-  \ 
pus  in  Lumberton. 

"We  are  not  plan-  . 
ning  for  the  chancellor  Sj 
to  move  into  a  y 
14,000-square-foot  g 
mansion  fat  Pecan 
Shadows),"  he  y 
pointed  out.  A 
However,  Jpfc 
the  school  is  y 

planning  more  S _ 

cultural  events,  ShMBI 
spiritual  retreats, 
faculty  seminars,  and  student  work  pro-  , 

frams  for  the  Pecan  Shadows  property, 
d wards  stressed. 

WCC,  affiliated  with  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention,  is  headquartered  on 
the  Hattiesburg  main  campus. 


viding  a  felony  charge  for  violation  with 


The  partial  birth  abortion  procedure  —  penalties  of  up  to  two  years  in  prison  and 
where  a  baby  up  to  full  term  is  partially  a  $25,000  fine.  The  law  also  inaudes: 
delivered  before  being  destroyed  —  gen-  ♦  exceptions  for  rape  or  to  save  the 
erated  a  bitter  national  debate  both  before  life  of  the  mother. 

and  after  President  Clinton  vetoed  a  con-  ♦  an  exception  if  no  other  medical 
gressionally-approved  mandate  in  19%  procedure  would  suffice, 
that  would  have  made  the  procedure  ilie-  ♦  the  awarding  of  civil  damages  from 

gal  across  the  country  (see  "Editor's  the  abortionist  to  the  husbana  of  the 
Notebook"  cm  opposite  page).  mother  or  her  parents  if  she  is  a  minor. 

Messengers  to  the  annual  meetings  of  unless  the  pregnancy  resulted  from  the 
the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  and  plaintiff's  criminal  conduct  or  the  plain- 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention  have  tiff  consented  to  the  procedure, 
repeatedly  voiced  their  opposition  to  the  ♦  removal  of  medical  or  nursing 
procedure  and  called  for  a  legal  ban.  license  upon  felony  conviction. 

"How  many  unborn  cries  have  been  ♦  felony  prosecution  of  unlicensed 
lifted  to  heaven  every  day  this  atrocity  practitioners,  including  a  charge  of  mur- 
has  been  allowed?  Today  we  heed  those  der  if  the  mother  dies  as  a  result  of  the 
cries.  Today  we  step  between  the  unborn  actions  of  an  unlicensed  practitioner, 
child  and  this  totally  unjustifiable  act  of  For  more  information  on  partial  birth 
violence,"  Fordice  said.  abortion  and  other  legislative  issues,  con- 

The  law  was  fitted  "Partial  Birth  tact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Abortion  Ban  Act"  and  designated  House  Action  Commission,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
Bill  1494  during  the  legislative  process.  It  MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800 
will  go  into  effect  on  July  1.  or  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


Hattiesburg 


LUMBERTON 
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_  Eleventh _ 

Mississippi  Baptists 
—  In  Broadcasting 


MBIB  slates  annual  workshop  April  18-19 


The  MBIB  planning  commit 
tee  includes 
Guidry,  Sims, 

Lister,  Wayne 
Pierce  of  Hat- 
tiesburg; 

George  Van 
Horn  of  Jack- 
son;  Judy 
Chen  of  Jack- 
son;  Merle 
Guyton  of 
Tupelo;  and 
Bruce  Cole  of 
Bruce. 


person  is  available  for  those 
attending 

Friday  only  nr 
Saturday  only. 

Advance  Bjft '  Ymfi 

registration  is 
required  by 

April  9.  '  ^ 

Checks 

should  be  g 

made  payable  I  ■  p  * 

to  the  Missis- 

Anderson  sippi  Baptist  Sims 

Convention 

Board  (MBCB).  To  register  or  to 
obtain  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  Farrell  Blankenship,  MBCB 
director  of 
broadcast  ser¬ 
vices,  P.  O. 

Box  530,  Jack- 
son,  MS 

39205-0530. 

Telephone: 

(601)  968- 
3800  or  toll- 
free  outside 
Jackson  (800) 

748-1651. 


Mississippi  Baptists  involved  of  Ft.  Worth,  president  of  the 
in  radio,  television,  and  cable  Southern 
broadcasting  —  and  those  inter-  Baptist  Con¬ 
ested  in  getting  started  —  will  vention  Radio 
gather  April  18-J9  at  Calvary  &  Television 

Commission 

HTQmSHH  (RTVCMohn- 

son  will  pro- 
vide  an  up¬ 
date  on 
RTVC,  Amer¬ 
ican  Christian 
Television 
System 

(ACTS),  FamilyNet,  and  the 
mergers  forming  the  new 
North  American  Mission 
Board. 

Workshops  include: 

♦  "Proaucing  a  Worship 
Service  — .  Basic  and  Ad¬ 
vanced,"  led  by  Gary  Under¬ 
wood  of  Bigelow,  Ark.,  director 
of  media  operations  for  the 
Arkansas  governor's  office. 


April  18-19,  1997 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  Jackson 

Church,  Jack- 
i  son,  for  the  ■  ^ 

eleventh  an-  Ij&f  41 


Turner 


Easter  Celebration 

7  p.m.,  March  30 

Mississippi  Coast 
Convention  Center 
U.S.  90  —  Biloxi 

Guest  Singer  Babbie  Mason 
Admission:  Free 

Sponsored  by: 

Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Churches 


You  can  find 
the  missing 

I ,•  PEACE 


Baehr 


at  "Advanced"  ■KSjPr  * 

Vpril  18.  Ted  Baehr  of  workshop  HP 

chairman  of  the  later  in  the 
a  n  day  will 

nd  pprr^ji^  move  beyond  Bl' 

o  n  ['  basics  to 

on,  cover  more  ■ 

>fit  advancedl 

4*1  is 

I  to  designed  for 

ng  people  who 

lin-  nave  experi- 

us-  ence  in  producing  a  w 

the  I service  for  broadcast. 
uLb-  Johnson  ♦  "Producing  Pageants  on 

the  ’  a  Budget,  led  by  Ken 

mpact,  will  be  the  Anderson,  owner  of  Anderson 
weaker.  Productions  in  Jackson;  and 

erves  as  the  publisher  Richard  Lister,  owner  of  Master 
^uide,"  a  family  guide  Sounds  in  Madison, 
nment  based  on  oibli-  ♦  "Shootin; 

He  is  an  award-win-  with  the  Single  Camera,"  1 
ucer,  writer,  director,  Steve  Guidry,  chief  executive 
ionality,  and  scholar,  officer  of  Video  Works,  a 
s  to  Jackson  television  production 

eem  firm;  and  Ken  Sims,  video  and 

of^H^H  audio  consultant  for  Mission 
edia  ^Bf  '^Bfl  Service  Supply  in  Jackson, 
icat-  Best  ♦  "Basic 

nces  the 

use1  ^B&mLHmI^H  Church,"  led  !  *w 

by  David  |  t 

Ed  m  o  n  d  s ,  BtF**  ? 

vice  president  BjPSf 
and  co-owner 
of  Sound  and 
C  o  m  m  u  n  i  - 
in 

Jackson.  Ed- 

monds  will  Guidry 

continue  in 

the  afternoon  "Basic  Audio  in 
the  Church — Hands-On." 

♦  "Media  Promotion  in 
Your  Church  and  Community/' 
led  by  Chip  Turner  of 
Alexandria,  La.,  who  received 
the  ACTS  10th  Anniversary 
Award  for  Outstanding 
Achievement. 

shown  by  the  MBIB  judging  ♦  "Supporting  Church 
committee.  Ministries  with  Video,"  also  led 

April  19  will  feature  work-  by  Turner, 
shops  beginning  at  9:30  a.m..  Registration  cost  of  $25  per 
ana  equipment  displays  from  8  person.  That  includes  both  days 
a.m. -3:15  p.m.  A  continental  of  the  conference,  three  meals, 
breakfast  will  be  served  by  and  conference  materials. 
Calvary  Church  at  8  a.m.  Churches  with  four  or  more 

A  special  feature  of  participants  for  both  days  pay 
Saturdayfs  program  will  be  a  9  $20  per  person  registration, 

a.m.  briefing  with  Jack  Johnson  A  registration  cost  of  $15  per 


Edmonds 


Colo,  partnership  needs 


The  Prince  of 
Peace  extends  a 
wonderful  invitation  to  you. 


Project  120:  Continental 
Divide  Association,  Segauche, 
needs 

Lister  early  summer  for  a  special 

Christmas  project.  Each  H 
orship  stick  should  be  six  JP 
feet  by  one  inch  in 
Contact 
Humphreys, 


1.  His  love  gives  us  peace. 
This  is  his  promise: 

"Perfect  love  casts  out  fear." 

(I  John  4:18)  When  we  ask 
Christ  into  our  lives,  his  love 
chases  away  fear. 


30  hickory  sticks  by 


building.  Plumbers  and  electri¬ 
cians  are  needed.  Contact 

■  Pastor  Jerrv  Hodges  at 
523  N.  I’ine  Street, 
Gunnison,  CO  81230. 
Telephone:  (970)  641-1813. 

For  information  on 
Mississippi  Baptist  Partner- 
and  Editing  ♦  Project  121:  North  La  ship  projects,  contact  Bill 

"  led  by  Junta  Chapel,  La  Junta,  needs  a  Hardy,  director  of  the 
keyboard  and  sound  system  Partnership  Missions  Office, 
for  worship  services.  Some  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
funds  available.  Contact  Brad  Board,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 

Collins,  1321  Cimarron,  La  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 

Junta,  CO  81050.  Telephone:  968-3800  or  toll-free  outside 
(719)  384-8441.  Jackson  (800)  748-1651. 


2.  His  promise  of  eternal  life 
gives  us  peace. 

The  Bible  says,  "The  wages  of 
sin  is  death,  but  the  free  gift  of 
God  is  eternal  life."  (Romans 
6:23)  God  provides  eternal  life 
through  the  death  and 
resurrection  of  his  Son. 


3.  His  promise  to  walk  with 
us  through  life  gives  us 
peace. 

Jesus  said,  "In  me  you  may 
have  peace.  In  this  world  you 
have  tribulation,  but  take 
courage;  I  have  overcome  the 
world."  (John  1 6:33) 
Jesus  extends  his  promise  of 
peace  to  us,  but  we  must 
respond  by  accepting  him  as 
the  missing  piece  in  our  lives. 


Southern  Seminary  Choir 
sets  Miss,  performances 

The  Seminary  Choir  of  Southern  Seminary  in  Louisville,  Ky., 
will  present  a  series  of  Mississippi  concerts  in  early  April  as  part 
of  the  group's  1997  national  tour. 

The  choir  consists  of  47  auditioned  singers,  all  of  whom  are 
graduate  students.  Most  choir  members  are  preparing  few  careers 
m  chuich  music  or  higher  education.  Conductor  is  John  H. 
Dickson,  coordinator  of  conducting  studies  at  Southern 


Underwood 


THURSDAY,  APRIL  3 
11:30  aan. 
Millsaps  College 
Dept  of  Music 
Jackson 


You  can  make  that  commit¬ 
ment  today  by,  (1)  admitting 
you  need  God,  (2)  confessing 
your  sins  to  him,  and  (3)  by 
faith,  receiving  Christ  as  Lord. 


FRIDAY,  APRIL  4 

11  a.m. 

Univ.  of  Southern  Miss. 
School  of  Music 
Hattiesburg 


If  you  make  a  decision  for  Christ 
today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church 
for  spiritual  guidance. 


WEDNESDAY,  APRIL  2 

3  p.m. 

Miss.  College  Dept,  of  Music 


William  Carey  College 
Drat,  of  Music 
Hattiesburg 


it  Church 


Broadmoor 


Jackson 
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Mississippians  tackle  Bosnia  mission  work 


var  or  One  such  situation  exists  in  Orleans  Seminary,  New  Orleans, 
•eople  Bosnia,  where  Southern  He  pastored 
life  —  Baptist  Foreign  Mission  Board  several  churches  in  I 
(FMB)  missionaries  Florence  the  state  both 
Frederick  of  before  and  after 


and  Wayne  _ 

Mississippi  reported  seven  being  appointed  a 

women  accepted  Christ  in  missionary  to  BfifL"-  vF 

Zivinice,  and  Bob  and  Jerry  Pointe-a-Pitre, 

Worley  reported  one  profes-  Guadeloupe,  in  the 

sion  of  faith  in  Sarajevo.  French  West  Indies 

The  Fredericks  and  Worleys  in  1969. 
are  among  six  veteran  mi's-  Florence  Bush 
sionary  couples  who  accepted  Frederick  was  born  • 

temporary  six-month  assign-  in  New  Orleans 

ments  in  Bosnia  after  a  peace  but  was  raised  in  j 

accord  ended  four  years  of  Edwards,  Miss. 

civil  war.  The  Fredericks  Ek  A. 

The  couples  have  found  have  four  grown 

many  people  receptive,  but  their  daughters, 
six-month  terms  are  ending.  The  Fredericks  returned  to 

FMB  leaders  are  asking  God  the  states  where  Wayne  pas- 
to  provide  long-term  workers  tored  Jericho  Church,  Baldwyn, 
to  build  on  the  foundations  in  1986.  They  returned  to  the 
these  missionaries  have  laid.  mission  field  in  1991. 

Wayne  Frederick  is  a  native  of  For  information  about  strate- 
Shannon,  a  graduate  of  gic  opportunities  in  missionary 
Itawamba  Junior  College,  service,  call  the  FMB  toll-free  at 
Mississippi  College,  and  New  (800)  999-3113,  ext.  1635. 


Fredericks 


MAKESHIFT  TOYS  —  Muslim  children  make  their  own  play  toys 
in  a  refugee  camp  near  Zivinice,  Bosnia.  (BP  photo  by  Bill  Bangham) 

ary  work,  mission  leaders  must  making  them  unusually  recep- 
move  quickly  to  avoid  losing  tive  to  missionaries  carrying 
the  opportunity  of  the  moment,  the  good  news  of  God's  love. 


Mississippi  missionary  flees  Albania  violence 


AUSTRIA 


HUNGARY 


ROMANIA 


'j  CROATIA 


BOSNIA 


SERBIA 


BULGARIA 


xTmont£Siecro 
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Sea 


evangelical  churches  have 
sprouted  across  Albania  in 
recent  years  as  people  have 
responded  rapidly  to  tne  gospel. 

More  than  830  villages  in 
Albania's  rugged  countryside 
have  been  the  focus  of  a  program 
called  Albania  Evangelical  Rural 
Outreach  (AERO)  by  FMB  mis¬ 
sionaries  in  cooperation  with 
Campus  Crusade  for  Christ, 
Helimission  and  Albanian 
believers. 

Since  1994,  hundreds  of  mis¬ 
sionary  workers  have  shown 
Campus  Crusade's  "Jesus"  film 
to  more  than  67,000  Albanians. 
That  witnessing  effort  has  result¬ 
ed  in  hundreds  of  professions. 


within  24  hours. 

>  of  the  Baptist 
Iritain  were  report- 
no  later  word  was 


ritory  in  southern  Albania^— 
in  more  than  two  months  ago, 
public  rage  over  high-mk 
les  that  caused  3  million  peo- 
i  vines. 

eopte  who  lost  money  in  the 
suspect  the  Albanian  govem- 
y  in  the  financial  debacle, 
n,  which  had  for  the  most  part 
ie  southern  part  of  the  country, 
i.  Associated  Press  reported. 
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Blackaby  convinced  God  is  church  leader 


"The  world  around  us  doesn't  acknowl-  He  said  the  world  teaches  the  church  to 
ge  God.  They  look  for  leaders  and  write  target  certain  groups,  such  as  baby 
oks  about  leadership,  but  they  substitute  boomers. 

)se  things  for  following  God.  "The  moment  you  target  any  group,  you 

"Pastors  are  taught  to  read  what  the  have  abandoned  the  Great  Commission," 
>rld  says  about  leadership,"  Blackaby  Blackaby  said.  "We're  to  reach  all  the  peo- 
ted.  "They  begin  to  function  that  way  pie  of  the  world." 

d  they  become  substitutes  for  God."  After  the  Israelites  followed  God's 

He  suggested  that  in  God's  system  of  instructions  and  the  walls  of  Jericho  fell, 

Blackaby  said,  "(T)heir  enemies  didn't  fear 
the  Israelites.  They  feared  the  God  of  the 
Israelites. 

"Does  anyone  in  America  today  fear  the 
God  of  Southern  Baptists?  No.  The  world 
sees  Southern  Baptists  using  the  tools  of 
the  world  rather  than  following  the 
instructions  of  God. 

America  needs  to  come  face  to  face  with 
God.  The  world  needs  to  confront  Christ." 

HMB  spokesman  Martin  King  issued  a 
statement  after  seeing  Blackaby's  com¬ 
ments  referencing  the  "Start  Something 
New"  initiative: 

"Certainly  Henry  Blackaby  has  been 
and  continues  to  be  used  of  the  Lord,  and 
his  observations  always  warrant  study  and 
reflection. 

"There  is  a  danger,  however,  in  taking 
what  Dr.  Blackaby  says  out  of  context  and 
misapplying  what  he  says.  I'm  confident 
that  Henry  Blackaby  does  not  mean  that 
starting  churches,  Sunday  Schools,  and 
missions  groups  are  ungodly  things  to  do; 
in  fact,  they  are  commanded  by  Scripture." 


T.  R.  Polk , 
pastor,  dies 


Travis  R.  Polk,  57,  pastor  of 
Mt.  Olivet  Church,  Scott 
County,  for  13  years,  died  Feb. 
24  at  Mississippi  Baptist 
Medical  Center,  following  an 
extended  illness.  Services  were 
held  Feb.  26  at  Clifton  Church, 
Scott  County,  with  burial  in  the 
Clifton  Church  Cemetery. 

A  native  of  Lawrence  County, 
Polk  attended  Clarke  College 
and  had  been  pastoring  for  25 
years.  He  previously  served  as 
pastor  of  East  Side  Church, 
Pelahatchie,  and  Union  Ridge 
Church,  Leake  County. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Charlotte  Polk  of  Forest; 
daughter  |udy  Northway  of 
Florence;  four  sons,  Charlie 
Polk  of  Morton,  Gary  Cushman 
of  Forest,  Randy  Polk  of 
Pelahatchie,  and  Kevin  Polk  of 
Forest;  and  two  brothers,  B.  Z. 
Polk  of  Morton  and  J.  D.  Polk 
of  lackson. 


Blackaby  is  dir-  "Jesus  Christ  is  the  head  of  the  church," 

■  Jector  of  the  he  said. 

Southern  Bap-  "The  pastor  is  not  the  head.  The  pastor  is 

**  JI§  tist  Home  Mis-  not  the  CEO.  Christ  is  the  CEO.  The  role  of 

s.4,  sion  Board  the  pastor  is  to  know  how  to  function  in  rela- 

Nr" ,  ,  ( H  M  B )  p raver  tionship  to  the  head — as  a  spiritual  catalyst. 

and  spiritual  "When  the  pastor  is  the  head,  we  make 
Sw?  ’  4-C w  a  ke  n  i  n  g  Christ  the  figurehead.  Every  member  must 

yrlt.Y/1 other  and  an-  have  a  personal  spiritual  relationship  with 

thor  of  the  the  head,  Jesus  Christ,"  he  pointed  out. 

wide ly- used  Blackaby  said  the  pastor's  role  is  to 
Blackaby  (file  photo)  study  course,  teach  his  people  the  ways  of  God  so  they 

"Experiencing  can  become  "perfect  in  Christ,"  citing 
God:  Knowing  and  Doing  the  Will  of  Godw  Colossians  1:28. 

Asked  about  the  role  of  pastor  as  leader  "When  every  person  in  the  church 
of  the  church,  Blackaby  responded,  "God  becomes  perfect  in  Christ,  there  is  no  limit  to 
never  looks  for  leaders.  He  is  the  leader."  what  God  can  do  with  that  church,"  he  said. 

Blackaby  said  the  greatest  tragedy  in  the  Asked  about  Southern  Baptist  slogans, 
history  of  Old  Testament  Israel  was  when  such  as  HMB's  current  "Start  Something 
they  demanded  a  king.  He  said  by  doing  New"  campaign,  Blackaby  responded, 
so,  they  rejected  God  as  their  leader.  "When  you  sit  down  and  plan  to  start  some- 

"They  were  looking  at  the  world's  system  thing  new,  you've  taken  your  eyes  off  the 
of  leadership,  not  Goa's,"  he  explained.  One  who  is  already  doing  something  new." 


WMU  planning  Ridgecrest  trips  June  26- July  5 


tact  coordinator  Jan  Cossitt,  Telephone:  (601)  968-3800  or 
Mississippi  WMU,  P.O.  Box  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  748-1651. 


The  Mississippi  Woman's  Worley  and  Joiner  will  be 

Missionary  Union  (WMU)  is  joined  by  Anne  Davis  to  lead 
sponsoring  a  combination  week-  the  conference, 
ender  and  WMU  Conference  trip  Cost  for  the  weekender  only 
to  Ridgecrest  Assembly  in  North  is  $289  per  person,  which 
Carolina  on  June  26-July  5.  includes  motorcoach  trans- 

The  weekender  trip  on  portation,  two  nights  lodging  at 
.  June  26-30  will  provide  Holiday  Inn,  ana  room/board 
three  days  of  Bible  study,  at  Ridgecrest  Assembly.  A 
prayer,  ministry  ideas,  deposit  of  $100  per  person  is 
spiritual  growth  con-  due  by  April  1. 

P  ferences,  missions  Cost  for  the  combination 

-  encounters,  music,  weekender/ WMU  conference  is 

if  \  and  fellowship  $630  per  person,  which  includes 

***  p\c\  prior  to  the  start  motorcoach  transportation,  two 


Sunday  School 
Teachers/Leaders 

We  will  equip  your  five  best  Sunday  School  teachers  to  teach 
with  a  new  vision  for  Sunday  School.  They  will,  in  turn,  equip 
other  teachers  in  your  church  using  Mississippi-designed 
"Teaching  With  Vision"  training  materials. 

We  invite  your  church  to  send  one-each  from 
Preschool,  Children,  Youth,  Adults,  and  General 
Officers  to  a  Regional  "Teaching  With  Vision" 
Workshop.  Dates  and  Locations: 

~ApriTUr 

FBC, 
Gulfport; 
FBC, 

Hattiesburg; 
FBC, 
McComb 


nights  lodging  at  Holiday  Inn, 
and  room /board  at  Ridgecrest 
Assembly.  A  deposit  of  $100  is 
due  by  April  1. 

For  more  information,  con- 


THE  HELPING  HANDS 
CONCERT  TOUR 

Saturday,  March  22, 1997 
7:30  p.m. 

R.H.  Waimms  High  Schcci 

iKTOWrsr  iiitiMWM 
turn.  Mixsissipn 

f  Phil  Cross  and  Poet  Voices 
Amy  Lambert 
Karen  Peck  and  New  River 


Fairview, 

Columbus 

Alta 

Woods, 

Jackson; 

Poplar 

Springs 

Drive, 

Meridian 


Calvary, 
Tupelo;  FBC, 
Holly 
Springs; 
North 

Greenwood, 

Greenwood 


Exciting  Career  in  Christian  Retailing 

Excellent  salary  and  benefit  package  available.  Qualifications  must  include: 
four-year  college  degree  or  comparable  business  management  experience, 
relocation  required,  outstanding  leadership,  computer  skills,  strong  vision  for 
the  future,  and  an  active  role  in  a  Southern  Baptist  church 

Send  resume  to: 

Retail  Store  Operations  Dept 
Manager  Training  Search 
1 27  Ninth  Avenue,  North 
MSN  165 

Nashville,  TN  37234-0165 
or  fax  TO  (615)  251-3622 


M1.00  Advance  $13.00  Door 
$10.00  Senior  Citizens  and 
groups  of  15  plus 
Tickets  available  at  your  local 
Christian  book  store  or 
601-649-0305 
601-264-1438 

for  more  information 


All  Workshops  are  on  Saturdays,  9:00  a.m.  to  12  noon 

Sponsored  by  the  Bible  Study  Team,  MBCB.  Keith 
Wilkinson,  Leader.  Richard  Brogan,  Matt  Buckles,  Jan 
Cossitt,  Weaver  McCracken,  David  Wills.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  the  Sunday  School  Department, 
MBCB,  1-800-748-1651. 


BAPTisTSboic  Stores 
Lifeway  Christian  StcIres 


owned  and  operated  by  the  Sunday  School  Board  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention 
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>CUT  BIVOS  LOOSE  . 

Editor: 

We  treat  many  of  our  minis¬ 
ters  like  the  second  son  at  an 
Old  Testament  estate  probate, 
and  the  Home  Mission  Board  is 
a  prime  example.  Our  prevail¬ 
ing  mind-set  seems  to  be  a  fac¬ 
tor,  as  small  churches  covet  the 
prestige  of  a  full-time  pastor. 

Why  aren't  a  farmer/preach¬ 
er  that  reminds  one  of  the  shep¬ 
herd/prophet  Amos,  or  a  retired 
military /preacher  with  a 
princely  government  income 
reminiscent  of  Isaiah,  good 
examples?  Yet,  we  prefer  Paul's 
"One  who  preaches  the  gospel, 
should  live  of  it,"  when  reality  is 
"and  few  there  be  that  finds  it!" 

Double-duty  home  mission¬ 
aries  could  afford  insurance  and 
savings  plans;  thousands  now 
in  double  duty  status  would  get 
a  morale  boost;  and  the  working 
wives  of  "full-time"  pastors  — 
really  pastor/housenusbands 
—  would  be  given  the  honor 
they  deserve. 

A  Jerusalem-type  council, 
advocating  this  proven 
approach,  is  ready.  Just  spell  it 
"bivocational  ministers'*  and 
cut  them  loose! 

Donald  R.  Windham,  pastor 

Ted  Church,  Bay  Springs 


WATCHMEN:  BE  ALERT 

Editor: 

Ezekiel  33:1-9  sets  forth  the 
duty  of  a  watchman.  He  was  to 
give  warning  of  the  approaching 
‘enemy  by  blowing  a  trumpet. 
Has  not  the  Lord  set  his 


Custom  Church 
Interiors.  Inc. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


800  654  1294 

Jackson  MS  601-957-884. 


church  as  a  watchman  upon  the 
wall?  Whether  we  believe  it  or 
not,  the  enemy  is  already  on  the 
horizon  and  is  swiftly 
approaching  with  the  full 
intent  of  the  destruction  of  the 
church;  not  only  in  heathen 
lands,  but  right  here  in  our  own 
beloved  America.  If  you  have 
any  doubt  about  this;  just 
"stop,  look,  and  listen." 

Have  we  sounded  the  trum¬ 
pet  declaring  the  "whole  counsel 
of  God"  as  the  Apostle  Paul  said 
that  he  had  done?  (Acts  20:27).  I 
don't  think  anyone  with  average 
knowledge  of  the  Bible  would 
deny  that  our  world  is  headed 
for  destruction,  but  do  we  really 
recognize  the  enemies  for  who 
and  what  they  are? 

Someone  asked  me  not  long 
ago,  "Why  should  we  (the 
church)  be  alarmed,  didn't  God 
say  that  these  things  must  come 
to  pass  in  the  latter  days?"  Yes, 
he  sure  did.  He  also  promised 
that  we  would  be  exempt  from 
his  final  judgement  of  this  sin- 
cursed  world;  but  surely  we 
would  not  want  to  meet  him  in 
that  day  with  blood  on  our 
hands.  Can  we  say,  as  the 
Apostle  Paul  did,  that  we  are 

fmre  from  the  blood  of  all  men? 
Acts  20:26).  Or  do  we  need  to 
wash  our  hands  in  his  cleans¬ 
ing  fountain  of  forgiveness? 
Watchman,  what  of  the  night? 
Mona  B.  Nolf 
Moss  Point 


GOD  LOVES  EACH  OF  US 
Editor: 

I  am  writing  in  comment  to 
the  "Wrong  about  PK"  article.  I 
agree  completely  with  Mr. 
Sandridge.  My  husband  and  I 
are  presently  members  of  a 
"Baptist"  Church  but  we  do  not 
consider  ourselves  "Baptist." 
When  people  inquire  about  our 
religion  we  simply  reply  that 
we  are  Christians. 

In  the  Bible  God  says,  whoso¬ 
ever.  In  my  opinion  that  means 
everyone,  not  just  Baptist  or 
Southern  Baptist,  or  Catholic 
etc.  My  life  is  a  spiritual  one  not 
necessarily  a  religious  one.  We 


rsira 


ASK 


SPECIALIST. 


Your  church  is  far  more  than  bricks  and  mortar.  It 
represents  the  priceless  commitment  and  sacrifice  of 
many  people.  Church  Mutual  understands  your  church’s 
enduring  importance  in  the  lives  of  your  congregation. 
We’ve  specialized  in  insuring  churches  for  nearly 
100  years.  Call  for  a  free,  personal  evaluation  of  i 
your  insurance  needs.  Find  out  why 
more  churches  place  their  tmst  (VKOBf : 

in  Church  Mutual. 

In  Mississippi,  call  800-525-4359. 

CHURCH  MUTUAL  *  The  Specialist" 

©  1 996  Church  Mutual  Insurance  Company 


do  attend  our  church  regularly 
and  participate  in  everything 
offered  by  our  church  but  just 
because  we  attend  a  Baptist 
church  does  not  mean  we  classi¬ 
fy  ourselves  as  "Baptists." 

We  are  simply  Christians, 
children  of  God.  It's  as  simple 
as  that.  We  do  not  need  to  com¬ 
plicate  our  lives  by  arguing 
over  who  will  or  will  not  get  to 
Heaven,  or  what  is  the  best  reli¬ 
gion.  The  best  religion  is  some¬ 
one  who  loves  God  and  loves 
his  neighbor  as  himself  and 
believes  that  Jesus  Christ  died 
on  the  cross  for  our  sins.  It  can't 
get  any  more  simple  that.  We 
have  more  important  things  to 
be  doing  for  God  and  his  king¬ 
dom  than  arguing  over  what 
religion  is  the  best  or  the  right 
one.  God  loves  each  of  us  the 
same  and  we  should  love  each 
other  the  same,  just  as  he  did 
and  just  as  he  tells  us  to  do. 

Betty  and  Major  Hogue 

Greenville 


ANNIVERSARY  APPEAL 

Editor: 

This  year  there  are  more 
than  50  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  churches  that  are 
celebrating  significant  anniver¬ 
saries  of  a  centennial  or  longer. 

The  Mississippi  Baptist 
Historical  Commission  has  a 
policy  of  recognizing  churches 
that  are  at  least  100  years  old  and 
those  that  subsequently  are  125, 
with  a  sesquicentennial,  or  175 
years  old.  We  encourage  those 
churches  to  seize  this  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  proclaim  to  community, 
state,  and  nation  appreciation 
for  the  ancestors  who  labored  so 
diligently  and  successfully  to 
found,  nurture,  and  preserve  a 
church  for  a  century  or  more. 

We  appeal  to  all  of  those,  to 
whom  we  have  sent  a  special 
note  of  congratulations,  to 
sponsor  a  special  anniversary 
celebration  of  some  type,  either 
a  very  elementary  aclcnowledg- 
ment  with  a  special  Sunday 
presentation  or  a  more  compre¬ 
hensive  celebration  that  may 
even  include  the  preparation  of 
a  church  history. 

We  offer  the  resources  of  the 
Commission  to  assist  the 
churches  and,  when  notified  by 
the  church  about  the  anniver¬ 
sary  date,  will  prepare  a  special 
certificate  and  letter  of  com¬ 


mendation  for  each  church. 
Usually,  a  commissioner  is 
available  to  deliver  the  certifi¬ 
cate  and  read  the  letter  in  per¬ 
son.  Our  address  is  Mississippi 
Baptist  Historical  Commission, 
Box  51,  Clinton,  MS  39060. 

Edward  McMillan 

Clinton 


PK  UNSOUND  MOVEMENT 
Editor: 

It's  for  sure  not  all  men  in 
Promise  Keepers  (PK)  believe 
alike.  Most  are  sacrificing  sound 
Biblical  doctrine  for  unity  with¬ 
out  realizing-it.  This  is  my  ques¬ 
tion  to  these  sincere  men:  Would 
you  trust  a  group  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  views  to  give  spiritual 
direction?  John  Wimber,  found¬ 
er,  apostle,  and  prophet  of  the 
Vineyard  Christian  Fellowship 
Church  believes  this: 

1.  Healing  through  laying  on 
of  hands  can  be  learned. 

2.  Christians  can  be  "demon 
possessed." 

3.  Jesus  healed  the  same  way 
a  witch  doctor  or  sharan  would. 

4.  The  Roman  Catholic 

approach  to  miracles  is  more 
trustworthy  than  that  of 

Protestants. 

5.  The  Roman  Catholic 

approach  to  Mary  and  her  sin¬ 
lessness  is  acceptable. 

6.  The  "Holy  Laughter"  phe¬ 
nomenon  is  ordained  of  God. 

7.  The  scribes  were  right.  Jesus 
was  a  blasphemer  and  aid  sin. 

8.  Demons  can  be  "born 

again"  just  as  we  are,  and  many 
have  been. 

Wimber  is  the  mentor  and 
guide  of  James  Ryles,  the  pastor 
and  prophet  of  the  Boulder, 
Colorado  Vineyard  Church,  of 
which  Bill  McCartney  and 
Randy  Phillips  are  members. 
These  men  organized  and  run 
Promise  Keepers. 

Can  you,  in  good  conscience 
and  discernment  as  a  true  Bible 
believing  Christian,  be  a  part  of 
this  unsound  movement?  Do 
not  be  deceived! 

Documents  of  support  for  this 
can  be  ordered  from  Media  Spot¬ 
light,  P.  O.  Box  290,  Redmond, 
WA  98073-0290:  "Media  Spot¬ 
light  Special  Report:  The  Vine¬ 
yard,  Histoiy,  Teachings,  Prac¬ 
tices"  and  "Testing  the  Fruit  of 
the  Vineyard"  by  John  Goodwin. 

Arnold  C.  Lowe 

Kosciusko 


Letters  to 
the  Editor 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 

Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special 
instances,  name  may  be  withheld 
at  writer's  request  and  editor's 
discretion. 

Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (While  church  membership  is 
not  required,  Mississippi  Baptists' 
letters  will  receive  priority  when 
space  is  limited.) 

Letters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is  sub¬ 
ject  to  editing. 

Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks. 

No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 

When  in  the  judgement  of  the 
editor  a  given  issue  has  received 
sufficient  attention,  correspon¬ 
dence  dealing  with  it  will  no 
longer  be  published  and  a  notice 
will  be  printed  to  that  effect. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, _ ^ _ _ 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information; 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  17  P  ITnHnn  Incuranro 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  rillllUII  lnbuiallCC 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

M4n!d  ov?r  W  waiting  periods'  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  - - 

dmgs?cnptlon  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 
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resumes  to:  Music  Search  Committee,  2716 
Dogwood  Lane,  Pascagoula,  MS  39581 . 
NORTHCREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
MERIDIAN,  MS  has  used  pews  for  sale.  For 
more  information  call  601-482-3498  and  leave 
your  name  and  number  with  the  secretary._ 
SMALL  CHURCH  LOOKING  for  new  or  used 
sliding  partitions.  Call  Mike  Ramage,  pastor, 
College  Hill  Baptist  Church,  C.R.  472  #26, 

Vardaman,  MS  38878,  601-628-5290. _ _ 

NOTCH  ESTATES  -  BRANSON,  MO.  Condo,  1 
mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar  City.  2  BR  2  BA,  sleeps 
6.  Slay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights,  5th  free.  Free 
continental  breakfast.  $95  daily.  601-746-4612 
CUSTOMED  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks,  Inc. 

1-800-605-2970.  _ _ 

FOR  SALE:  GMC  38  passenger  bus.  Auto,  P.S. 
Air  brakes,  AC/Heat.  $14,000.00.  587-4195  or 
587-4872. 

STEWARDSHIP/ACCOUNTING  SECRETARY. 

First  Baptist  Church,  lackson,  has  an  opening 
for  a  secretarv  who  will  handle  stewardship 
recording/reporting  and  accounting  support 
functions.  Experience  with  personal  computers 
and  ability  to  work  in  a  confidential  manner 
are  required.  Interested  parties  should  contact 
Ken  Lundquist  at  601-949-1927. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1997 

ESNANUKUL  ISULUVNLU 
ASYOO  QU  YASYFUX  NV 
FU  YCX  NV  FD  ENLXA 
RC  ISRA  YXGOIULNGA 
YCX  ARCVGO  TUCU- 
LYIRNC;  NV  SRF  YOAN 
ASYOO  ISU  ANC  NV 
FYC  QU  YASYFUX, 
ESCU  SU  WNFUIS  RC 
ISU  TON  LIT  NV  SR  A 
VYISUL  ERIS  ISU 
SNOD  YCTUOA. 

FYLP  URTSI:  ISRLID-URTSI 

Clue:  D  equals  Y 
Have  fun  with  cryptography 
and  exercise  your  Bible  knowl¬ 
edge.  A  King  lames  Version 
Bible  verse  has  been  encoded 
by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and 
error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  Acts  Four  Twelve. 


SEEKING  PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  YOUTH  AND 
PART-TIME  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC.  If  interested 
send  resume  to;  North  McComb  Baptist  Church;  504 
Laurel  Street;  McComb,  MS  39648-2932. 

YOUTH  GROUP  NEED  FUNDS?  Call  Maestro 
Foods,  Inc.  For  information  on  selling  the  #1  food 
item  in  America,  PI77A  Individually  boxed  pizza 
kits  with  everything  needed  to  make  3  to  6  twelve 
inch  pizzas.  Proven  throughout  the  nation  as  one 
of  the  easiest  ways  to  earn  funds  for  any  size 
group.  Call  today  800-355-9796. 

PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and  church 
groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limited  free 
miles/  7-  to  1 5-seat.  Occasionally  for  sale: 
quality 'used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck  Rental, 
lackson  (601 )  948-3391 .  Since  1965. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used  Baptistries,  steeples, 
&  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1-800-830-0583 
CHOIR  ROBES  4.  accessories,  pulpit/judicial 
robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBEVMac's 
Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 

RETIRED?  PLANNING  RETIREMENT?  Insufficient 
income?  Need  second  income?  Men,  women. 
For  remedy,  call  1-800-708-6237. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAl  ministers  and 
music  directors:  Supplement  your  church  income. 
Earn  $500-$  1,000  per  week  with  American 


Protective.  Leads  furnished,  n6  overnight  travel  or 
cash  invesVnent  —  We  train  you.  Call  (601)  582- 

9000  for  confidential  interview. _ 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball -games!  Other 
functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors.  (601 )  722-9000. 
AMAZING  FACTS  ABOUT  ANGELS.  Send 
self-addressed  stamped  envelope  B&D  Enterprises 
Box  603BR.  Loma  Linda,  CA  92354. 
SAXOPHONE  LESSONS:  Beginners  and  inter¬ 
mediates.  $6.00  per  half  hour,  $10.00  per 
hour.  Metro  lackson  area.  Contact  Rick  Sills 

601-924-2096.  '  ' _ 

DALLAS  SBC  CONVENTION  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS:  Affordable  hotel  packages: 
Some/walking  distance.  Discount  airfares! 
Alamo  rentals  start...  $23/day.  CHRISTIAN 
TRAVELERS  1-800-972-8952. 

NEED  A  FUND  RAISER?  Buy  one  get  one  coupon 
books,  scratch-n-give  cards,  candy,  or  wrapping 
paper  Call  Mike  at  CBI,  957-1019. 

FOR  SALE:  Adult  size  Oak  chairs,  bulletin 
boards,  tables,  pianos,  etc.-  Phone 
Hernando  Baptist  Church  (601)  429-6361. 
FOR  SALE  BY  SEALED  BID:  15  Pass 
van.  Good  cond.  Cut  off  date  for  bids  is 
31  March  1997,  4p.m.  289-4294. 
BIVOCATIONAl  MINISTER  OF  MUSIC  is 
needed  at  Wade  Baptist  Church.  Please  send 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(1 2  to  38  Passenger) 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Mississippi  Valley 
Gas  Company 

Safety  is  our  first  priority. 


Mississippi  College  (MC)  nursing  students  prepare  for  the 
Nursing  Health  Fair  scheduled  from  2-8  p.m.  on  March  27  at  First 
Church,  Clinton.  The  group  is  pictured  in  the  office  of  MC  President 
Howell  W.  Todd,  where  Angela  Grice  is  taking  his  blood  pressure. 
Seated  form  left  are  Julie  Akins,  Carrie  Kuyfkendall,  and  Heather 
McClain.  Standing  from  left  are  Del  Dickson,  Angela  Oden,  Shelly 
Burton,  and  Ashley  Bennett. 


Some  of  the  William  Carey  College  nursing  students  who  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  Community  Service  Elective  course  offered  during  the 
winter  trimester  are  pictured.  The  Community  Service  Elective  course 
offered  by  William  Carey  College  is  designed  to  allow  students  to 
give  service  to  individuals  and  groups  in  the  surrounding  communi¬ 
ty  through  existing  community  agencies.  Students  choose  a  position 
of  service  from  needs  of  agencies  participating  in  the  program. 


Mississippi  College 
of  Admission  wilf 


•e  Office 

host  a 

Transfer  Preview  Day  on 
March  21.  Transfer  Preview 
Day  is  a  scheduled  time  for 
transfers  to  tour  the  campus. 


receive  information  on  the 
transfer  of  courses,  attend  a 
class,  and  meet  with  profes¬ 
sors.  The  day's  activities  will 
begin  with  registration  at  8 
a.m.  and  conclude  at  1:30  p.m. 


Staff  Changes 


Clayton  C.  Bath,  pastor  of 
Port  Gibson  Church,  Port 
Gibson,  for  20 
years,  will 
retire  May  25. 

Other  pas- 
t  o  r  a  t  e  s 
include  First, 

T  c  h  u  1  a  ; 

La  ke v ie w, 

Leland;  and 
Emmanuel, 

Starkville.  A 
Colorado  Bath 

native,  he  has 

served  Mississippi  Baptists 
since  his  graduation  from  New 
Orleans  Seminary  in  1966. 
Clayton  and  his  wife  Eleanor 
will  make  their  home  at  4132 


Rainey  Road,  Jackson.  He  will 
be  available  for  supply  and 
interim  ministries  as  well  as 
revivals  and  Bible  studies. 

Raymond  Road  Church, 
Jackson,  has  called  Jim 
Burnett  as  pastor  effective 
Feb.  23.  A  native  of  Brandon, 
Burnett  will  receive  his  doctor 
of  ministry  degree  in  May 
from  New  Orleans  Seminary. 
His  previous  place  of  service 
was  Shady  Grove  Church, 
Bogue  Chitto. 


For  reservations  or  additional 
information,  call  (601)  925-3240 
or  1-800-738-1236. 

William  Carey  College  will 
host  the  13th  annual 
Conference  on  the  Elderly 
Mentally  Handicapped 

Mississippian  April  25  from 
9  a.m.  -  3:30  p.m.  Mary  S. 
Harper,  formerly  with  the 
National  Institute  on  Mental 
Health,  will  deliver  the  keynote 
speech.  The  seminar  is  spon¬ 
sored  by  William  Carey 
College,  Mississippi 

Department  of  Mental  Health, 
Boswell  Regional  Center,  and 
the  Mississippi  Chapter  of  the 
American  Association  on 
Mental  Retardation.  For  more 
information  or  registration 


materials  contact  Paul  Cotten  at 
(601)  582-6416. 

Three  William  Carey 
College  Gulf  Coast  campus 
students  received  awards,  in  the 
Student  Division  of  the 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast 
Advertising  Awards  (ADDY) 
Competition  held  recently.  The 
ADE>Y  Awards  are  part  of  the 
national  competition  conduct¬ 
ed  annually  by  the  American 
Advertising  Federation  to  rec¬ 
ognize  creative  excellence. 
Receiving  awards  were  Phil 
Dixon,  Christina  Derivmv  and 
Chuck  McCann. 


AUTHORS  WANTED 

Leading  subsidy  book  publisher  seeks 
manuscripts  of  all  types:  fiction,  non-fic¬ 
tion,  poetry,  Scholarly,  juvenile  and  reli¬ 
gious  works,  etc.  New  authors  wel¬ 
comed.  Send  for  free  32-page  illustrated 
booklet  H-101  Vantage  Press,  516  W.  34 
St.,  New  York.  NY  10001 


Pews,  pulpits,  baptistries, 
stained  glass,  carpet, 
Van  Winkle  Steeples,  lighting, 
_  folding  doors, 

C  h  U  rCh  theater  seats. 

Furnishings  & 

Pew  Upholstery 

Box  501,  Fulton,  MS  38843 
In  MS.  Toll  Free  1-800-624-9627 


CLASSJFIED-ADS—  — - 

RATE:  SO  cents  per  word.  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract  advertising.  Incjude  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone 
number  in  word  count.  No  blind  ads. 
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follow.  The  regular  Sundae 
School  services  will  be  at  9:4’ 


D.  Strickland,  pastor,  dies 


Don  Strickland,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Church,  Petal,  died 
Feb.  6  at  Forrest  General 
Hospital  in  Hattiesburg,  after 
a  brief  illness.  Services  were 
held  at  Green's  Creek 
Church,  Petal,  on  Feb.  9. 
Burial  was  in  the  Green's 
Creek  Cemetery. 

Strickland  was  born  in 
Alabama  and  moved  to 
Mississippi  to  attend  William 
Carey  College. 


He  was  ordained  by  Green's 
Creek  Church  in  1962  and 
served  as  pastor  to  the  follow¬ 
ing  cnurches:  Olive, 

Lumberton;  Harvey  First,  Petal; 
and  Memorial,  New  Augusta; 
and  for  the  past  20  years  pas- 
tored  Trinity  Church. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Edna;  daughter,  Donna 
Strickland  Torres;  and  grand¬ 
children,  Ashleigh  and  Auston 
Torres. 


Just  for  the  Record 


Rolling  Creek  Church, 
Quitman,  will  present  its 
Easter  musical /arama  pro¬ 
gram,  The  Highest  Place 
(Love's  Story  Told)  on  March 
22  and  23  at  7  p.m. 

Leaf  River  Church,  Smith 
Association,  will  have  an 
Easter  "Son"  Rise  Service  on 
March  30,  beginning  at  6  a.m. 
A  continental  breakfast  will 


a.m.  and  worship  at  11  a.m. 
Daniel  Perry  is  pastor. 

Calvary  Church, 

Columbus,  will  present 
the  "Messiah  True  and 
Faithful",  March  27  at  7  p.m. 
Roy  D.  Hawkins  is  pastor.  For 
more  information  call  (601) 
328-6741. 


Revival  Dates 


Wheeler  Grove,  Corinth: 

March  23-26;  7  nightly;  Harvey 
Reeves,  staff  evangelist; 
Wheeler  Grove  Church,  evan¬ 
gelist,  Kara  Blackard,  pastor. 

Mashulaville,  Macon:  March 
30- April  2;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.-Wed,  7  p.m.;  Billy 
Smith,  Madison,  evangelist; 

Publish  Your  Book 

75-year  tradition  of  quality.  Subsidy 
book  publisher  offers  publishing  services 
of  all  types.  For  Author’s  Guide  write  or 
call  Dorrance-JRL,  643  Smithfield, 
Pittsburgh,  PA  15222  or  1-800-695-9599 


Olyn  Roberts,  pastor,  music 
leader;  Lisa  Lee,  pianist;  and 
Wanda  Lee,  organist. 

Society  Hill,  Oakvale:  April 
7-13;  7  p.m.;  Milton  Scott, 
Carson,  evangelist;  Bob 
Thames,  Collins,  music;  Glen 
Nelson,  pastor. 


^  Attention!  Pastors/Ministers  ^ 

Hundreds  of  churches  each  month  call  us 
looking  for  a  Pastor  or  Minister! 

Give  us  a  call  today  to  receive  your 
confidential  information  packet. 

•  Assistance  in  Locating  a  Church  • 

•  Assist  Churches  in  lacaling  a  Paskx/MWster  • 

•  Evangels!  Retfyal  Stating  Services  • 

•  Professorial  PodfoSos  • 

“ May  God  bless  yqurwork...we  really  need  you. " 

Don  Wilton  Ph.D.  •  fc$>r  •  First  Baptist  Church.  Spartanburg.  SC 


“This  service  Is  sure  to  expedite  the  flow  of  Information 
between  ministers  and  churches. " 

Jack  D.  Terry.  Ph.D.  •  Vice  President  of  Institutional 
Advancement  •  Southwestern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary 
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MINISTERS  STAFFING  SERVICE 
wM  P.O.  Box  198726 

W  Nashville,  TN  37219-8726 
W 1  -800-917-9599  •  fax  (615)  255-7243 
Visit  Our  Web  Site  at:  http://www.premler.net/-mlnlster 

Al I  services  are  kept  In  strictest  confidence 
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David  Raddin  (left),  pastor  of  First  Church,  Yazoo  City,  was 
honored  for  his  service  on  behalf  of  Mississippi  Baptists  as  a 
Brotherhood  Commission  trustee  on  March  1 .  He  was  congratu¬ 
lated  by  James  D.  Williams,  president  of  the  Brotherhood 
Commission. 


Chester,  Ackerman:  April  13- 
16;  Sunday,  11  a.m.  and  /  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Ed  Gandy, 
director  of  missions,  Alcorn 
Association,  evangelist;  Deanna 
Pearson,  Chester  Church,  music; 
Philip  Cooper,  pastor. 


Tim  Nicholas,  director  of  the 
Office  of  Communication  at  the 
Mississ  ippii 
Baptist 
Convention 
Board,  was 
awarded  in 
December  the 
doctor  of  phi- 
1  o  s  o  p  h  y 
degree  in 
communica¬ 
tion  from  the  K . 

University  of  Nicholas 

Southern 

Mississippi.  Also,  the  20-year 
board  employee  has  Been 
named  to  the  1997  volume  of 
"Who's  Who  in  the  South  and 
Southwest." 

Rolling  Creek  Church, 
Quitman,  licensed  Raymond 
Martin  to  the  ministry  on  Feb. 
23.  He  is  available  for  speaking 
engagements  and  can  be 
reached  at  (601)  776-3507. 

Union  Church,  Sardis,  has 

"Seek  and  Ye  Shall  Find" 

The  best  opportunty  I've  found  in 
50  years  to  earn  money  and  enjoy 
my  work.  Perhaps  you  can  also. 
Let's  talk  about  it. 

Call  Free:  1-800-708-6237 


announced  the  addition  of 
two  new  deacons.  They 
are  Richard  Donahou 
(left)  and  George  Smith 
(right).  Donahou,  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles 
Donahou  of  Sardis,  and 
his  wife,  the  former 
Donna  Bunnell,  have  one 
son.  Smith,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Thomas  Smith  of 
Banner,  is  married  to  the 
former  Jo  Ann  McGregor. 

Anthony  and  Noreen  j 
Jackson  were  recently  appointed  | 
by  the  Home  Mission 
Board  to  serve  as  home 
missionaries  to 

Tennessee.  A  native  of 
Apalachicola,  Fla., 

Jackson  is  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  Mt.  Helm 
Church,  Jackson.  He 
now  serves  as  a  church 
planter  apprentice  in 
Memphis.  Tenn.  He  is  a 
graduate  of 

Morehouse  College, 

Atlanta,  and  New 
Orleans  Seminary.  A 
native  of  New  Orleans, 

Noreen  Jackson  is  a 

Baduate  of  Southern 
niversity.  New 

Orleans. 


Donahue  and  Smith 
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V  Check  ^ 
our  Pricing 
Before  you 
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SENTRY-30  to  32  Passenger 
Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Freightliner  Cummins-Diesel 


Pacer  LTD  by  Goshen  _  SENTRY-30  to  32  Passeng 

Coach  1 5  Passenger,  |#f  in  Van  7  Chevy  Diesel  or  454  Gas 
Gas  or  Diesel  Buses  Freightliner  Cummins-Die 

NO  CDL  Required  — _ — _ — 

72*  Interior  Headroom  ♦  Electric 
Passenger  Door  ♦  No  Hump  to  Crawl 
over  ♦  Low  Entry  Step-for  seniors 
♦  Easy  Handling-Fun  to  Drive 

CALL  —  Ss (&  S<iUa  —  TODAY 

4805  FARM  LANE  RD.  PINE  BLUFF,  AR  71603 
501-879-1500  or  800-822-5307 

Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 
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they  fully  understood  hour  (noon  until  three  p.m.).  the  temple  tore.  This  veil  sepa 
Jesus'  message.  They  God  allowed  the  darkness  to  rated  worshipers  from  the  hoi) 
called  him  "Son  of  hide  Jesus.  At  times  of  extreme  of  holies.  With  his  death,  Jesu< 
God."  They  referred  to  pain,  if  one  does  not  pass  out,  removed  the  barrier  separating 
Jesus'  saving  of  other  the  stomach  can  herniate,  and  God  and  man. 
people.  ~  the  abdomen  engorges.  The  Second,  the  earth  quake  anc 

Jesus  suffered  for  ful-  body  can  become  grossly  disfig-  splitting  of  the  rocks  was  a  tes 
filling  God's  purpose,  urea.  T.  W.  Hunt  believes  Jesus'  timony  of  nature  as  to  the  sig 


Explore  the  Bible 

Be  saved 


Matthew  27:  32-66 


ransom  of  all  (20:28). 

Jesus  suffered  great- 
BHL  is.  ly  to  achieve  our  salva- 

Jesus  was  led  to  Golgotha.  On  ff»e  tion.  Jesus'  death  does  Loi 
way  Jesus  fell  under  die  weight  not  depict  a  weak 
of  the  cross  beam  of  the  cross.  By  Savior;  but  one  strong  enough  to 
this  time  Jesus' body  had  already  endure  the  worst  suffering  for 
been  depleted  of  enemy  from  the  those  whom  he  loves, 
scourging.  Emotionally  he  must  Doubt  and  Ridicule  (27:39- 
have  been  spent  from  the  trials,  44).  While  Jesus  hung  on  the 
ridicule  by  the  soldiers,  and  rejec-  cross  people  ridiculed  him. 
tion  by  the  mob  of  people.  Though  cruel  to  mock  someone 
Crowds  love  a  winner,  but  they  in  such  suffering,  this  shows  the 
hate  a  loser.  Right  now  it  utter  rejection  of  Jesus.  He  was 
appeared  Jesus  was  the  loser.  viewed  as  one  deserving  a 


By  Mark  Loni 


words  ot  givmg  ms  lire  tor  tne  tne  crowa  ana  ruiers  majcarea  earui  irum  uic  sixm  iu  uie  rami  cnnsi  »  ucaui.  i  uic  v«i  m  i  uMiwiun. 


Thessalonians  3:1*2).  Paul 
ends  his  letter  by  requesting 
prayer  for  the  rapid  spread  of 
the  gospel  and  for  protection. 
Today,  we  need  to  pray  for  our 
missionaries  and  church  staffs. 
Pray  that  they  will  be  bold  in 
their  witnesses  and  feel  the 
strength  of  God's  power  as  they 
serve  in  his  name.  Our  world 
needs  the  healing  and  redemp¬ 
tive  power  of  Christ,  but  there 
are  tnose  who  would  do  harm 
to  those  who  share  the  gospel. 
Protection  is  ever-needed  for 
our  missionaries  and  ministers. 
Let  us  always  remember  to 
pray  for  their  physical  and  spir¬ 
itual  safety  as  well  as  that  of 
their  families. 


that  God  will  deal  with  Powell 
both  the  inward  and 
outward  spiritual  lives  of  the  C 
Thessalonians.  He  prays  for  it 
strength  and  protection  from  tl 
Satan,  something  which  is  o 
needed  for  all  believers.  Paul  t< 
knew  that  though  Satan  can  C 
attack  believers  physically,  the  h 
true  battlefield  is  the  heart.  We  n 
should  be  in  prayer  for  each  v 
other  that  our  hearts  would 
remain  true  to  Christ  and  be  S 

grotected  from  the  snares  that  g 
a  tan  throws  in  our  paths.  a 

The  external  proof  of  a  heart  ri 
that  is  strengthened  by  God  and  1< 
devoted  to  him  is  our  actions.  By  ti 
faith,  Paul  knew  that  his  prayers  s 
for  their  protection  and  strength  c 


would  be  answered  and 
that  the  Thessalonians 
would  have  actions  that 
reflected  these  things. 
Paul's  confidence  that  nis 
prayers  for  the 
Thessalonians  would  be 
answered  should  encour¬ 
age  us  to  pray  for  others. 
Paul's  prayer  that  the 
11  Lord  would  direct  their 
hearts  into  his  love  and 
Christ's  perseverance  has  with 
it  the  unstated  assumption  that 
their  hearts  were  so  free  of  their 
own  desires  that  they  were 
totally  open  to  God's  direction. 
Our  goal  should  be  that  our 
hearts  would  be  totally  open  to 
receive  direction  from  God, 
whatever  that  direction  may  be. 

Example  Provided  (3:6-12). 
Some  of  the  Thessalonians  had 
given  up  their  work  and  every¬ 
day  lives  to  wait  for  Christ's 
return.  Though  we  should  be 
looking  forward  in  anticipation 
to  Christ's  return,  we  are  not  to 
stop  our  lives  to  wait.  Paul 
cited  for  the  Thessalonians  his 


own  example  of  hard  work  in 
their  midst;  never  freeloading 
off  of  them,  but  working  as  an 
example  of  what  their  behavior 
should  be.  Plainly  stated,  Paul 
says,  "If  a  man  will  not  work, 
he  shall  not  eat." 

Added  to  his  call  against 
laziness,  is  the  accusation  that 
these  people  had  become  busy- 
bodies.  A  person  who  is  idle 
has  a  great  deal  more  time  on 
their  hands  to  criticize  and  tend 
to  the  business  of  others,  but 
still  does  not  get  anythingcon- 
structive  accomplisned.  There 
are  worse  things  than  being  a 
busybody,  but  there  .are  very 
few  things  that  cause  worse 
damage  to  the  church.  In  light 
of  the  promise  of  Christ's 
return,  we  should  be  busy  at 
the  work  he  has  called  us  to, 
not  busy  tending  to  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  others. 

Consistency  Commanded 
(3:13).  After  directly  telling 
those  who  were  idle  to  get  back 
to  work,  he  commends  and 
encourages  those  who  are  doing 


what  is  right.  An  often-quoted 
statistic  is  that  20%  of  people  in 
churches  do  80%  of  the  work.  In 
some  churches,  that  is  a  gener¬ 
ous  percentage  of  workers. 
Whatever  the  situation  is  in 
your  church  or  your  ministry 
outside  the  church,  remember 
Paul's  instruction:  "never  tire  of 
doing  what  is  right."  Trust  that 
God  will  give  you  the  strength 
and  perseverance  to  complete 
the  tasks  he  has  set  before  you. 

Discipline  Required  (3:14- 
16).  The  passage  ends  with 
instruction  on  disciplining  those 
-who  are  not  pulling  their  own 
weight.  Paul  states  that  the 
offending  members  are  not  to  be 
associated  with  and  that  they  are 
to  be  warned  of  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  their  actions.  The  idea 
of  church  discipline  has  changed 
through  the  years,  we  cannot, 
however,  ignore  our  God-given 
responsibility  to  warn  our  broth¬ 
ers  and  sisters  in  Christ  of  the 
dangers  of  disobeying  God. 

Powell  is  a  member  of  First 
Church,  Clinton. 


Life  and  Work 

~  Rejection 

Matthew  27:1-31 


Thad  Moore 


There  are  many  great  ques¬ 
tions  in  the  "  Bible.  The 
Philippian  Jailer  asked,  "What 
must  you  do  to  be-  saved?" 
Elijah  asked,  "How  long  will 
you  waiver  between  two  opin¬ 
ions?  If  God  is  God,  serve  him." 
In  the  lesson  today  Pilate  asks  a 

Question  of  extreme  importance. 

low  we  ansWer  this  question 
will  determine  our  destiny. 

A  Key  Question  (3:11-14). 
Jesus  had  been  arrested  and 
stood  before  Pilate.  Pilate  asked  if 
Jesus  was  the  king  of  the  Jews. 
Without  hesitation  Jesus  said  yes. 
This  would  have  been  an  appro¬ 
priate  place  for  all  present  to  bow 
down  and  worship  Christ 
The  chief  priest  continued  to 


He  expected  the  crowd  to 
ask  for  Jesus'  release. 
However,  the  Jewish 
leadership  had  incited  the 
crowd  against  Jesus.  It  is 
difficult  to  make  good 
choices  when  motives  are 


accuse  Jesus  of 

wrong  doing.  Christ 
does  not  respond  to 
them.  Jesus  knew  no  Moore 
matter  what  his 

response  it  would  not  change 
them  minds.  He  also  knew  his 
present  situation  was  a  fulfill¬ 
ment  of  scriptures  (Isaiah  53). 
Jesus  was  doing  what  he  came 
to  do:  to  die  for  our  sins. 

A  Crucial  Choice  (3:15-18). 
Life  often  boils  down  to  choices. 
Those  who  make  good  choices 
have  fulfilling  lives.  Those  who 
make  bad  choices  often  have 
difficult  lives.  God  allows  us  to 
make  our  own  choices.  He  does 
not  force  his  way  on  us.  We  can 
chose  his  way  and  find  life. 

Pilate  triea  to  play  the  crowd 
against  the  Jewish  leadership. 


ipure. 

Some  scholars  say 
Barabbas'  first  name  was 
Jesus.  Therefore,  the  choice 
is  more  focused.  Do  you 
want  Jesus  Barabbas  released  or 
Jesus  who  is  called  the  Christ? 
The  "Christ"  means  messiah  or 
anointed  one.  Jesus  is  the  anoint¬ 
ed  one  from  God  who  came  to 
take  our  sins.  The  choice  is  ours 
to  make.  Will  we  follow  God's 
son  and  find  life?  Will  we  follow 
a  false  Jesus  who  is  not  Jesus  at 
all  and  face  destruction? 

A  Firm  Rejection  (20-23). 
The  crowd  was  persuaded  to 
ask  for  Barabbas'  release.  They 
wanted  Jesus  crucified.  Then 
Pilate  asked  one  of  the  greatest 
questions  of  all  times,  "What 
then  shall  I  do  with  Jesus  who 


is  called  the  Christ."  The  ques¬ 
tions  deserves  an  answer  from 
all  of  us.  What  are  we  doing 
with  Christ?  Are  we  letting  him 
rule  our  lives  and  have  his  way 
in  his  churches? 

This  crowd  obviously  reject¬ 
ed  Christ.  It  is  hard  for  most  of 
us  to  understand  why  some 
people  reject  Christ.  Perhaps 
crowd  hysteria  has  taken  over. 
Once  madness  takes  over  it  is 
hard  for  truth  to  prevail.  Yet  we 
know  that  some  people  deliber¬ 
ately  chose  to  reject  Christ. 
They  realize  God  loves  them 
but  they  will  not  trust  Christ. 
Our  responsibility  is  to  be  faith¬ 
ful  to  Christ  regardless  of  what 
the  crowds  do. 

Pilate  tried  to  calm  the  crowd 
by  asking  what  crime  had  been 
committed.  At  this  point  facts 
do  not  matter.  Pilate  should 
have  spoken  up  and  stood  his 
ground  for  an  innocent  man.  At 
least  he  could  have  followed  his 
wife's  intuition.  Nobody  ever 
said  it  was  easy  to  follow  Christ. 


A  Weighty  Responsibility 
(24-26).  In  our  culture  more  is 
said  about  rights  and  privileges 
than  responsibility.  However  in 
the  scriptures  responsibility  is 
seen  as  a  privilege  that  has  con¬ 
sequences  if  abused. 

Pilate  tried  to  evade  responsi¬ 
bility  by  washing  his  hands.  The 
crowd  seemed  willing  to  accept 
responsibility,  but  they  were  not 
aware  of  all  that  was  happening. 
At  this  time,  it  would  be  fair  to 
ask,  where  were  the  disciples? 
The  Jewish  leadership  was  in 
the  background  letting  the 
crowd  do  tneir  dirty  work.  Who 
was  responsible  for  these  terri¬ 
ble  events? 

In  our  more  sober  moments, 
Christians  realize  it  was  our  sins 
that  put  Jesus  on  the  cross.  All 
mankind  is  responsible  for  the 
death  of  Christ.  If  we  are  saved 
it  is  our  responsibility  to  get  the 
good  news  of  the  gospel  to  the 
world.  We  can  be  forgiven! 

Moore  is  pastor,  First  Church, 
Holly  Springs. 
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Mr.  Herman  Whitten 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  Mangold 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanford  E.  Wilkie 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Marris  Williams 
Ms.  Ann  G.  Stanford 
Mr.  Benton  Williams 
Mrs.  Edna  W.  Reynolds 
Mrs.  Ada  H.  Williams 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Roy  D.  Hendricks 
Mr.  Kenneth  Williamson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  K.  Williamson 
Ms.  Lauren  Williford 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  S.  Lyons 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  William  Edward  Will 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  W.  Creel 
Mrs.  Kate  Wilson 
Dr.  Rebecca  S.  Legge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  O.  Sr  Wilson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hembree  Brandon 
Ms.  Kim  Womack 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Gaddis  Womack 
Mrs.  Lois  Woodruff 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  R.  L.  Sigrest  Jr. 

Mrs.  Ann  Wright 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Roby  Bdl  Wyatt 
Graeber  Brothers  Inc. 

Mrs.  Ruth  Fuigham  Yeatman 
Mr.  James  C.  Peay 
Mr.  Floyd  W.  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elwood  R.  Bishop 
Mr.  Vernon  Pace 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  L.  Gaddis 
Mrs.  Mabel  Parchd 
Ms.  Blanche  Nichols 
Louis  Versea  Parker 
Mrs  Mary  B  Ford 
Mr.  James  C.  Parker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  G.  Barrett 
Mr.  W.  Y.  Parker 
Mrs  W  Y  Parker 
Ms.  Doris  Evelyn  Parks 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Bertha  Patterson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  J.  Eure 
Ms.  Hannah  Amelia  Patterson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Morrissey 
Mrs.  Gladys  Pennington 
Everette  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Mr.  Ben  Perkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mrs.  Ray  A.  Whelan  Jr. 

Mr.  Kenneth  Perkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Willis  H  Morgan 
Mrs.  Julia  G.  Perry 

A  portion  of  The  Village  View  is  allocated  each  Mr  George  c.  Perry 
month  to  a  list  of  Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory. 

Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  help¬ 
ful  medium.  This  feature  is  hopefully  designed  to 
further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  B.  J.  Crawford 
••Rene**  Speed 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Carroll  Holloway 
Mr..  Trevor  Speed 
Mrs.  Josephine  B.  Fulton 
Ms.  Jeanette  S.  Lew  is 
Mrs.  Jack  M.  Simmons 
Mrs.  Earl  Speed 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Paul  W.  Daniels 
Mrs.  Ellrene  Lott  Speed 
Alta  Sumners  Fortenberry 
Ms.  Ann  Denton 
Mis.  Nell  K.  Elkins 
Tandy  Earl  “Bud”  Spier 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  John  A.  Brame 
Miss  Mamie  Spinosa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  John  W.  “Dub”  Sproles 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Oberschmidt 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  John  W.  Sproles 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bill  Oberschmidt 
Mr.  E.  H.  Squires 
Morgan  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Clara  Squires 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  G.  Brin 
Mrs.  Bea  Staggs 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Beatrice  Standard 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
Mr.  Ted  Starnes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Milbum  Starnes 
Mrs.  Mgjorie  Steele 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  B.  Hartley 
Mrs.  H.  L.  Herring  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Weston  Shaw 
Mrs.  Jimmie  Stephens 
Mrs.  Marie  Hall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Woods 
Mr.  Mack  Still 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ray  Wilkie 
Mrs.  Ruth  Watkins  Street 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Oliver  N.  King 
Mr.  Travis  Stringer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Billy  B.  Rawls 
Mr.  J.  B.  Stroud 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Stroud 
Mr.  Arnold  Sutton 
Mrs.  Emma  Belle  Sutton 
Mrs.  Frances  L.  Sutton 
Si  loam  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Rath  Sutton 
Mrs.  Emma  Belle  Sutton 
Ms.  Frances  Suttoo 
First  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Jack  Swarts 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Buddy  Kirkland 
Santana  Sylvest 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Howard  Bridges 
son  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bobby  Burge 


‘Baptist  QhiUr 


Ronny  E.  Robinson,  Executive 
Director 
P.O.  Box  27, 

Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 
(601)922-2242 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 

Mr.  Adam  Pierce 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clarence  B.  Minyaid 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Aubrey  Pierce  Jr. 

Mr.  Ernest  Pierce 
Mrs.  Mildred  Pierce 
Mr.  Clarence  Pittman 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Donald  M  Rawls 
Mr.  Homer  Pittman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E.  Wayne  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ralph  P.  Williams 
Mrs.  Mavis  Pittman 
Mr.A  Mrs.  Elmo  Ham  son 
Mrs.  Donis  Prather 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Louie  Prather 
Mr.  Dan  Price  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Bob  Tom  A  Joy 
Johnson 
Mr.  Jim  Price 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  L.  F.  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  J  Glaze 
Mrs.  Vera  Lillian  Ray  Price 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dorsey  Ray 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Buddy  Goldbold 
Franklin  Woman's  Club 
Mrs.  Lottie  Priddy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Randy  Scott  A  Family 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Clifton  Porter  A  Family 
Mrs.  Grace  Porter 


DEC.  1,1996- 
DEC.  31,1996 

MEMORIALS 


Mrs.  Jane  P.  Busby 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jeremy  Greer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jon  Greer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Legette  Greer 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  P.  Harper 
Mr.  William  (BIB)  Morgan  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Minnis  Jr. 

Mr.  James  H.  Cannon 
Mr.  H.  B.  Mom 
Jack  and  Barbara  Tillston 
Mrs.  Emory  (Merle)  Morgan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  W.  Gomillion 


Mr.  Henry  O.  Martin 
Mrs.  Henry  O.  Martin 
Mrs.  Betty  Martin 
Mr.  Jesse  Martin 
Mrs.  D.  K.  Martin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  C.  Arendak 
Mr.  David  Mason 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 

Mr.  Jack  Mam 
Ms.  Bobby  Edmonson 
Ms.  A  an  Laneile  May 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joseph  J.  Cupstid 
Mr.  Mike  Mayfidd 
Mrs.  Men  C.  Hall 
Ms.  Peggy  McCall 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Odie  Smith  Jr. 

Mr.  Bobby  McClellan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  A.  Smith 
Dr.  C  R.  McCoUam,  Jr. 

Wildlife  Technical  Services.  Inc 
Dr.  Charles  R.  McCoUam 
Misses  Sue  A  Hettie  E.  Williams 
Mr.  Jim  McCoy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fulme  Fulmer 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ken  Phillips 
Mrs.  Lfainie  McCrory 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Everett  S.  Cole  Jr. 

Ms.  Ann  McCullough 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Myron  Johnson 
M/M  WJ.,  Willanf.  Cliff  A  Be 
Me  Dade 

Mrs.  Eugenia  M.  Therrell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  J.  Me  Dad* 

Mrs  Bertha  McCaskill 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Edgar  J.  Garrett 
John  Robert  McGuflle 
Wildlife  Technical  Services.  Inc. 
Mrs.  Lucy  McHaana 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  P.  Harper 
Mr.  R.  L.  “Pete”  McIntosh 
Mrs  P.  L  McIntosh 
Mr.  Dave  McMahan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  B  Hartley 
Ms.  Myitis  F.  Menders 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herbert  Johnson 
Dr.  Stantoo  L.  Middleton  Jr. 

Mrs.  Geneva  M.  Keys 
Mrs.  Julia  E.  Middleton 
Mrs.  Geneva  M.  Keys 
Mrs.  Ruby  Middleton 
Mrs.  Ralph  E.  Van  Namen 
Mrs.  Ethel  MUIen 
Ms  Anna  L.  Noble 
Mr.  Gay  Miller 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Teddy  L.  Cummins 
Mr.  Ray  Miller 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Nickie  White  A  Children 
Mrs.  Emily  Miller 
Cascilla  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Sara  Miller 
First  Baptist  Church 
Ms.  Vera  J.  Miller 
Mr  A  Mrs  Dak  Bridges 
Robert  F.  Millis 
Carl  A  Ethel  Leary 
Mr.  Jamie  Mitchell 
Mr  A  Mrs  James  Henry  Bnimmett 
Mr.  WUbur  Grant  Monk 
Mrs  William  L.  Spruell 
Mrs.  l  arkin  (  Ruby  )  Monk 
Mrs.  Pauline  P  Douglas 
Mr.  Dan  Mobky 
Ms  Elgie  W  Chatham 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  L.  Gordon  Saasing 
Mr.  Chock  Montgomery 
Mrs.  Estelk  C.  Cooper 
Mr  A  Mrs  Joel  L  Hale 
Mrs.  Mary  Moody 
Mr  A  Mrv  Pirvy  Nix 
Mrs  J  E  Ruth 
Dustin  Morgan 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Walter  P.  McMurchy 
Mr.  WlUam  Walter  Morphy 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ellis  O.  Cummins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  S.  Young 
mother  of  Mrs.  James  QUrk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Terry  A  Boys  Biffle 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Truett  T.  Helms 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Eddie  Helms 
Ihcker  Needy 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Hayes  Branscome 
Frances,  Rich  A  Grace  Defenbaugh 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  Curtis  Buchanan 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Glen  King 
Ms.  Naomi  Young 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Virgil  Owens 
Mrs.  Mary  Frances  Yow 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Herman  A  Christopher 
Coats 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  A.  McDowell 


Esther  SS.  Second  BC-Greenvilk 

Carl  Smith 

Dr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Q.  Causey 

Eria  James  Smith 

Mrs.  Virginia  S.  Fair 
Mr.  Arthur  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tom  Rice 
Mr.  Aastia  Smith 
Mrs.  Jessie  W.  Lewis 
Mr.  Fraak  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  Eldndge 
Mr.  Michael  *TWker”  Smith 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  M.  Haley 
Mr.  Mflard  Smith 
Mrs  Mildred  S.  Neal 
Mr.  T.  J.  Smith 
Mrs.  Jack  B  Smith 
Mr.  Ted  Smith 
Mr.  Donmce  K.  Stein  winder 
Mrs.  Alma  Smith 
Mrs.  Sarah  Holloway 


East  Bayou  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Orvilk  Steen 
Mrs.  Shelia  Newell 
Mr  A  Mrs.  George  E.  Hart  Jr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Edward  G.  Cok  III 
Mrs.  Betty  Newman 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  L.  Fulme  Fulmer 


Dr.  A  Mrs.  Prentiss  G.  Cox 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  Norman  O'Neal 
Mrs.  Mary  Etta  Ratliff 
Mrs.  Judy  McClain 
Mrs.  Lula  Ravencrafl 
Liberty  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  Charks  Ray  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Joe  B  Hanky 


Mr.  A  Mrs  Baylard  T.  Van  Hecke 
Mrs.  Doreen  Nunnery 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Buddy  Kiikland 
Mary  O'Quin 
Dr.  Victor  L  Walsh  A  staff 
Mrs.  Virginia  Oakley 
Mr.  Michael  Rubenstein 
Mr.  Ted  Rubenstein 


Mrs.  Edna  Gilliland 
Mrs.  J.  B  Williams 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Renick 
Ms  Kaye.  Hidkibrand 
Lane  Wigington 


;; .  *  $ 
V. 

fe-'  ■  S'*. 


7:00  a.m. 


Viftage  Cfwttengt 


11:30  a.m.  Tour  and  Lunch  at  Farrow  Manor 
1:30  p.m.  Depan  for  Reedy  Acres 
2:45  p.m.  Tour  and  Coffee  at  Reedy  Acres 
3:30  p.m.  Depart  for  Return  to  India  Nunnei 
6:00  p.m.  Arrive  India  Nunnery  Campus 


***If  your  church  has  agreed  to  support  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  for 
a  day  ($7500),  but  you  have  not  yet  notified  us,  please  do  so.  We  would  like 
to  deliver  your  church  family’s  calendars  promptly.  Keep  up  the  good  work, 
Mississippi,  as  we  work  toward  our  goal  of  365  churches. 


CORRECTION  CORRECTION 

• 

Carrollton- Baptist  Church  with  1996  donations  of  $1,410.00 
qualified  for  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  “Honor  Roll  of 
Churches”. 

Sorry,  we  left  you  off  the  list,  Carrollton,  We  love  you!!! 


Telephone  _ _ _ g|| 

to:  Chrystelle  Thames,  The  Baptist  Children’s  Village, 

P  O.  Box  27,  Clinton,  MS  39060-0027 

****NOTE—!f  you  would  rather  meet  us  at  another  campus  for  tours,  let  us  know. 


Mississippi  couple  plants  Cali  ministry 


with  fears,"  Jeff  said. 

"Yet  I  recall  standing  on  the 
foothills  above  Cali,  looking 
over  her  teeming  masses  ana 
sensing  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
speaking  to  my  heart  as  he  did 
the  Apostle  Paul  at  Corinth: 
'Do  not  be  afraid.  Be  faithful  to 
proclaim  the  gospel.  I  am  with 
you  and  will  protect  you.  Many 
will  respond.  " 

In  the  midst  of  drugs,  crime, 
and  violence,  Jeff  and  Nell  Ginn 
are  planting  churches. 


in  the  area.  He  was  amazed  that 
anyone,  especially  a  North 
American,  could  plant  a  Baptist 
church  there. 

In  truth,  Cali,  synonymous 
in  many  people's  mind  with 
drugs  and  violence,  would 
seem  an  unlikely  place  for  a 
new  missionary  to  go.  But  the 
Lord  had  sent  the  Ginns  there. 

"As  we  began  our  ministry 
in  Cali,  a  mega-city  renowned 
for  its  dominance  of  the  world 
cocaine  market,  we  wrestled 


By  Wally  Poor 

SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board 


Mississippi  missionary 
cautious  in  Cali  lifestyle 


By  Betty  Poor 

SBC  Foreign  Mission  Board 


OVERLOOKING  CALI  — 
Missionary  Jeff  Ginn  (right) 
prayerfully  discusses  strategies 
for  reaching  Cali  with  Arles 
Vanegas,  pastor  of  Comunidad 
de  Paz  Baptist  Church,  Cali, 
Colombia,  on  the  mountain¬ 
side  above  the  city.  (FMB 
Photo  by  Betty  Poor) 


CALI,  Colombia  —  What  in  Now  Nell  is  teaching  chil- 
the  world  is  a  Mississippi  pub-  dren  and  training  leaders  in  the 
lie  school  teacher  ana  mother  Comunidad  Cristiana  (mis- 
of  three  children  doing  here  in  sion)  Valle  del  Lil  in  a  shopping 
Cali,  Colombia  —  South  Am-  mall.  "I  pair  up  somebody  who 
erica's  notorious  drug  capital?  ha*  a  Christian  background 
Her  name  is  Nell  Ginn,  and  witma  new  believer,"  she  said, 
she  works  with  her  husband  She  plans  a  varied  program 
Jeff  starting  churches  in  this  for  the  children,  using  Sunday 
troubled  but  spiritu¬ 
ally  awakening  city. 

You  don't  see  .. 

many 


many  North  Ameri-  ‘  ‘ZT 

cans  here  any  more, 

but  the  t, inns  volun-  ^  T 

tee  red  to  in  Cali  t*-  ’  -  Jf' 

as  Foreign  Mission  ~ 

Board  missionaries.  7M 

The  couple  met  at  -  I 

Baptist-affiliated  Blue  ’<  4  4- 

Mountain  College. 

After  they  were  Jr| 

married,  the"  couple  E  S  '  « 

volunteered  for  Cali  ,  *• 

and  arrived  in  1992.  L ;  >.*%  ■*; 

"We  walk  cau-  ^iLj 

tiously  here,  but  we  Hli  ^ 

don't  walk  in  fear  all 

the  time,"  Nell  says.  Z 

She  keeps  careful  \ 

watch  over  her  chib  'TMf e TM 

dren  —  Anna,  age  6;  4 

Jordan,  age  4;  and  %-M.  i  * 

Zachary,  age  — 

because  Cali  is  noto-  m  **  BW1#  | 

rious  for  kidnapping.  pwHEHflb  -  J 

In  Cali,  prayer 
sustains  Nell  Ginn, 
just  as  she  was 

strengthened  by  her  u  |£rS»  * 

parents'  prayers 

when  she  was  grow-  IN  GOD'S  HANDS  —  Nell  Ginn,  with 
ing  up  in  First  Zachary  and  Jordan  on  the  international  semi- 
Church,  Byhalia.  nary  grounds  near  their  home  in  Cali,  Columbia 
"My  parents  would  (FMB  Photo  by  Betty  Poor) 
always  pray  with  me 

every  night,  she  said.  "Then  School  teachers  two  Sunday 
after  they  left  I  would  pray  by  each  month,  having  a  chil 
myself.  As  a  very  small  duld  I  dren's  choir  one  Sunday  an< 


Kim  Mumbower,  PhD. 

Minister  of  Counseling 
First  Church,  ackson 

I  am  concerned  about  interra-  always  a  good  idea,  regardless 
cial  dating  and  marriage.  Are  there  of  racial  makeup. 

Bible  verses  that  can  guide  me? 

You  often  answer  questions 
There  are  really  no  Bible  regarding  sex  within  marriage. 
verses  that  deal  specifically  Snice  widows  and  divorcees  have 
with  this  difficult  issue.  It  is  sexual  desires,  too,  how  can  we 
often  cited  that  Moses  married  handle  those  desires  and  stay 
Zipporah  (Ex.  2:21),  a  Cushite  within  the  will  of  God? 
woman  who  was  likely  dark- 

skinned.  King  David's  great-  The  key  to  dealing  with  sexu- 

Ed mother  was  the  Moabite  al  desires  —  whether  inside  or 
,  wife  of  Boaz  (Ruth  4:14-  outside  marriage  —  is  to  disci- 
16).  Being  from  Moab  means  pline  yourself  by  seeking  the 
Ruth  was  probably  a  dark-  ways  of  the  Lord,  this  is  also  true 
skinned  woman.  Deut.  7:3  is  in  every  other  area  of  your  life, 
often  used  as  a  Bible  passage  Balance  your  life  with  meaning- 
that  prohibits  interracial  mar-  ful  and  stimulating  activities  that 
riage,  but  the  verse  actually  involve  your  spiritual,  mental, 
prohibits  the  mixing  of  God  s  emotional,  physical,  and  social 
people  with  mates  who  prac-  needs.  Seek  Christian  friends 
tice  other  religions.  Interracial  who  value  the  same  Godly  corn- 
couples  considering  marriage  mitments  and  priorities  you 
should  be  absolutely  certain  have  made.  Your  letter  also 
they  are  under  the  Lord's  lead-  states,  "I  want  to  hear  from 
ersnip.  They  shouldn't  be  tak-  someone  who  has  been  without 
ing  such  an  important  step  just  a  partner  foryears,  and  how  they 
to  spite  their  parents,  to  handle  it."  Tnat's  a  fair  request, 
indulge  a  novel  sexual  attrac-  so  I'd  like  to  ask  for  letters  from 
tion,  or  to  challenge  a  cultur-  people  who  have  encountered 
al /societal  taboo.  Christian  this  challenge.  I'll  print  the 
premarital  counseling  ;  is  responses  at  a  later  date. 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
lackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  he  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Baptisi  Record 
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